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Course Title: 
Current Events 
Instructor: 
Ms. Spear
E-mail:

Cspear@merritt-academy.org
Course Description:

What am I going to study in this class? We will be studying the various aspects of the world around us. Topics will range from the presidential election, the war on terror, immigration, crime in America, etc. We will utilize different media outlets including the internet, television news, and of course, the newspaper. Students will be expected to participate in daily classroom discussions, debates and projects as we analyze major topics.
Our Classroom Behavioral Expectations:

1.     SLANT

2.     No Opt Outs

3.     Be respectful towards your teacher and classmates

4.     Turn in your work

5.     Be responsible

6.     Be a good person

Students not following behavioral expectations will be dealt with at the appropriate RTC level.

Classroom Guidelines: 

1. Always be in uniform.
2. Please do not bring gum, food, soda, or glass bottles into the class room. Water is the exception. There must be a tight fitting lid on it. 

3. Keep all electronic devices (cellular phones, ipods, etc.) out of the classroom.

4. Be in your seat, with all needed materials, ready to work as soon as possible after the bell rings.

5. You may use the restroom, sharpen pencils, get other material, throw away trash, etc. when I am not speaking to the class or giving instruction. 

Materials Required Daily:

1 binder/folder

loose leaf paper

pens/pencils


Assignments:

· Students will have daily do nows they will be expected to complete upon entry into the classroom. These are important (and will be graded) as they are designed to get students thinking, get the days discussion started or to connect material from a previous lesson.

· They are due every Friday. The do nows serve as a participation grade, if you are not present for class, then you do not receive points for the warm up. You can make these points up if you get the questions from a classmate and answer them before you turn them in.
· Students will have the weekly responsibility of completing one current events article summary. This will be explained at length later. The criteria/grading scale can also be found on my website. 
· Throughout the semester students will be asked to participate in various class discussions, research assignments, debates, and other meaningful assignments. This will be a large part of your grade.
· A final project will be assigned towards the end of the trimester. This will make up 20% of your final grade.
· I will let you know and post in class when assignments, papers, and projects are due. 
· Each class has an assigned “Inbox” to turn in material for grading, as well as an “Outbox” where I will place graded material. 

Attendance and Tardiness: I adhere to all rules and regulations as described in the Merritt Academy High School Student Handbook.  Please review as needed. 
Late Work:
Class assignments and homework help a student to demonstrate his/her ability to master material. It is how I assess a student’s progress and assign grades, but assignments are also a big part of a high school student’s pathway to learning valuable study habits and time management skills.  Assignments are to be completed in a timely and efficient manner with 100% effort.  However, sometimes circumstances arise when a student is not able to complete an assignment on time.  If this is the case, the following late policy will apply:

· If an assignment is one to two days late, the assignment will be graded and half credit of the grade will be awarded.

· No assignment will be accepted past two days late.

· All late assignments must be complete before they are turned in.

· If an assignment is already given and a student is absent or school is cancelled after it is assigned, the original due date still applies.  
*When turning in a late assignment, it is your responsibility to write “LATE” on the assignment as well at the original due date and the date you are turning in the assignment. If your late assignment does not have this information, it will not be graded.
** Note: There are several long term papers and projects that will not be accepted past the due date. If an assignment due date is fixed, assignments will not be allowed to be turned in late.  Students will be notified when an assignment is given if that assignment has a fixed due date.**

Absent Procedure:

If a student is absent he/she will be given the number of school days absent to complete missing work. (Ex: 5 school days absent = 5 school days to make up work) This does not include days that school is not in session.  If make up work is turned in past the set make up work due date, the late work policy will apply. Absent work is the student’s responsibility to take care of.
I highly recommend you have or make a friend in class who you trust to let you know what you miss in class in case you are absent. You are responsible for collecting any material that was handed out in class, or your friend may collect it and give it to you. Feel free to get any class notes you missed from a classmate. If you are absent, please look in the appropriate folder for your class/the day you were absent. It would be a good idea to have a class buddy in order to get any class notes or information you missed.
If you are absent for a test, it is your responsibility to make up that test on the day you return. After this time period, you will receive a zero for your test grade.

Plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated. 

Hall Passes:

On the first day of the trimester, students will receive a “bathroom pass sheet” which allows the student to leave the classroom eight times per trimester. Students should have plenty of time to use the bathroom/grab materials/take care of other business during the allotted passing time so these passes should be used sparingly. 
Questions?

Please feel free to call or e-mail me if you have any questions. See top of syllabus. 

PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE TO MS. SPEAR
Please either return this form signed with the appropriate information or you may email me the information. Your child will receive full credit either way. My email address is: cspear@merritt-academy.org.  ALL SYLLABUS RESPONSES ARE DUE BACK BY September 16, 2016.
Government

Please sign and date here. This acts as proof that you have read our classroom guidelines and expectations. 

Student Name:___________________________________________________________________________

Parent Name:___________________________________________________________________________

PhoneNumber/E-mail address:________________________________________________________

Movies:

This class will from time to time watch documentary type films. We believe showing your child these films enable them to benefit from another medium as a resource in their study of government. Movies, along with hands-on activities such as reading, in-class discussion groups, and research projects, give students a well-rounded opportunity to discover the world. Movies go beyond dry facts and help bring events “alive.” Be assured that I will use proper discretion when showing films, and will cut out inappropriate content. Our school requires parental permission for your student to view movies that are used in our curriculum, or that are selected by the teachers, which have been rated PG, PG-13, or unrated.  If you choose to opt out your student from viewing these film clips, we will provide an alternative assignment for them.

____ Yes, I give my son/daughter permission to view documentaries

____ No, I do not give my son/daughter permission to view documentaries, and would prefer they have an alternative assignment.    

_________________________________________________________  
Guardian signature/date
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