[image: image1.jpg]T THINK TS TIME WE HAD A SORRY, CANIN, T WAS
NEW DAD ARDUND HERE APROINTED DAD R LIFE.
WHEN DOES YOUR TERM
OF OFFICE BXPIRE?




Ch. 11 Lawmakers and Legislatures




Name:
What makes an effective legislator?





Date:


Hour:
PLEASE READ ALL QUESTIONS AND DIRECTIONS VERY VERY CAREFULLY!!!

Section 11.2

1. List two formal and two informal qualifications for a member of Congress today (not 40 or 50 years ago). Do you think the informal qualifications for education and occupation help make an effective legislator? Why or why not?

2. Study the apportionment map in Section 11.2. What changes happened in Michigan? Describe the process that determined why we gained or lost representatives or why it stayed the same.

3. Explain the difference between a delegate and a trustee. Which do you think makes a more effective legislator, and why?
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What is the percentage of incumbents who have been reelected in the House and Senate since 1945? List three factors that help explain why this happens.
Section11.3

1. Fill in the blanks to complete this analogy: The Senate “cools” legislation from the House like a ____________________________ cools __________________________. List at least two important differences between the House and the Senate that might allow the Senate to “cool” legislation from the House.

2. Which leadership position in Congress has the most power? List some specific powers of that position.
3. Fill in the table below listing the five types of committees in Congress. 

	Name  of Committee
	One or Two Important Functions of the Committee 
	Concrete Example of that Type of Committee (if possible)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


4. What has happened to the size of House and Senate staff since 1930? Please list two or three important jobs congressional staffers do.

Section 11.4 

1. According to Article I of the Constitution, what are the specific, or enumerated, powers of Congress? What part of the Constitution allows Congress to broaden its power beyond those enumerated powers?

2. List and describe the six ways in which Congress checks the other two branches of government. 
1.

2.
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3.

4.

5.

6.

3. Fill in the table below regarding the four key powers of Congress. Then, add two (2) pieces of information about that power of Congress.

	Key Powers of Congress
	Two (2) Pieces of Information about that power

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


4. Why is casework such an important aspect of being an effective legislator?

Section 11.5

1. Please list three (3) significant similarities and four (4) important differences between state legislatures and Congress.
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2. Overall, do you think term limits are a good idea? Why or why not?

