Lesson 4: The United States Constitution
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How and why did the framers distribute power in the Constitution?

Date:


Hr:







Sections 2 and 3
1. Clearly explain the purpose of each of the three main parts of the Constitution, then list an example form the part of the Constitution that illustrates the purpose of each part.

2. Explain the difference between enumerated and implied powers and describe how the Constitution establishes both.

3. Discuss why each branch of government has a different set of responsibilities and powers. List as least two powers of each branch.

4. Describe the most common method of amending the Constitution.

Section 4

1. List the guiding principles of the Constitution with a brief explanation.

2.  Identify at least one place in the Constitution by giving the exact location in the Constitution as well as the exact text that exemplifies each principle.

	Principle
	Brief Explanation
	Example from Constitution

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Section 5
Explain the difference between loose and strict construction of the Constitution.
Complete the table below for the three landmark cases discussed in this section.

1. Enter the case’s name and the year it was decided.

2. List two or three main facts about the case

3. Write a short summary of the Supreme Court’s decision.

4. Describe the significance of the decision in terms of its effect on the government and on the interpretation of the Constitution.

	Name and Date of the Case
	Facts of the Case
	Summary of the Decision
	Significance of the Decision

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


